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Meanwhile, the Civil War continued. Out of the 195,207
square miles which constitute Spanish territory, the
Nationalist forces now occupied 108,157 square miles. The
twenty-eight provinces which that area represented con-
tained 11,575,289 inhabitants. By the end of the year 1937
the Nationalist Zone had been increased to 135,619 square
miles, and a total population of 15,615, 927 inhabitants,
which was seventy per cent, of Spain proper and sixty per
cent, of the population. Of the eleven towns in Spain of
more than 100,000 inhabitants; namely, Madrid, Barcelona,
Valencia, Seville, Bilbao, Malaga, Granada, Cordoba, Zara-
goza, Murcia, Cartagena, six were under the jurisdiction of
Generalissimo Franco's government (Seville, Malaga, Bil-
bao, Zaragoza, C6rdoba, and Granada). Out of the fifty
provincial capitals of Spain, thirty-five, or two-thirds, were
under Nationalist rule, including Santa Cruz in Tenerife
and Las Palmas de la Gran Canaria in the Canary Islands,
and Palma de Majorca in the Balearic Islands. Franco's
government was also in possession of the Spanish towns of
Ceuta and Melilla in Africa as well as the Protectorate in
Morocco, and the Spanish colonies in Ifni, Rio de Oro, the
islands of the Gulf of Guinea, and on the mainlands of Muni
in Africa, with an estimated area of 140,000 square miles.
In short, the Nationalist Government controlled a grand
total of 275,619 square miles, with the Barcelona-Valencia-
Madrid government in control of 59,588 square miles.
Strategically, Nationalist Spain, which embraced two-thirds
of the whole territory, held a definite advantage. She con-
trolled the coal, iron, and steel, as well as the majority of
essential foodstuffs, thus holding a decisive economic advan-
tage as well. Life in Nationalist Spain was "as normal,"
wrote the London Times^ April i, 1937, "as life in England
In 1915, or in any other country under such conditions.
Business is organized, new industries spring up, the railway